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Abstract

Globalization and Workers’ Human Rights in East Asia

Seong-Woo Hong + Dam Cho - Kyu Yong Lee

The more international capital flowed among countries since mid-1980s, the
more globalized the world became. We analyzed the effects of globalization on the
core labor standards - discrimination, child labor, freedom of association and rights
of collective bargaining - of workers in Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia, Philippines
and Indonesia.

Proponents for linkage of international labor standards to trade insist that
globalization cause the race to the bottom. Developing countries have the opposite
opinions against the linkage. We think that improvement of the labor standards
depend upon relationship with economic efficiency. The smaller discrimination and
less child labor may make the nation more efficient in the long run and come true
in the course of globalization. We found that the hypothesis is true in 5 countries.
But improvement of freedom of association and rights of collective bargaining do
not guarantee economic efficiency. We found that they worsened the two rights to
attract the more foreign capital.

This study has some implications about the linkage of international labor
standards to trade. Enforcement of forced labor, child labor and discrimination may
succeed without big resistance of developing countries. But it may be very

difficult to enforce freedom of association and rights of collective bargaining.
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